
Circus Dreams
Grades 7-12

Questions to discuss BEFORE seeing the film:

1) Have you been to the circus before?  If so, what are your thoughts and memories about the 
circus?

2) How do you think your friends and family would react if you told them you wanted to join the 
circus?

3) Peer acceptance can be challenging as a youth...do you feel comfortable revealing your “true” 
self to your peers?  Are you accepting of others who may have different interests or taste than 
yourself?

4) Have you ever been involved in a competitive situation before?
5) How difficult do you think it would be to get into the only travelling youth circus show in 

America, Circus Smirkus?
6) Have you ever worked really hard for something and felt unsuccessful in the end?  What did 

you learn about yourself through this experience?
7) What are your dreams and passions for the future?  What do you have to do to make your 

aspirations come true?  More importantly, what are choices that could jeopardize your future 
desires?

8) Have you ever had to say a difficult goodbye?   Why was it so hard?

Questions to discuss AFTER seeing the film:

1) Hundreds of youth, ten through eighteen years of age, send in audition tapes for Circus 
Smirkus every year.  There are only 36 spots for live auditions, however only 24 individuals are 
selected for the show.  What do you think influences the directors’ decisions when looking for 
talent?

2) Clowns are traditionally male, why do you think the circus decided to choose three girl clowns 
for the show?

3) Maddie decided to try out for lyra as well as being a clown, what were some of the reasons that 
she wanted to do lyra?

4) What are some of the financial difficulties that a travelling circus may face?
5) What are some of the challenges that the performers in Circus Smirkus faced from rehearsals 

through to Showtime?
6) What are some of the expenses and concerns that the directors of Circus Smirkus have to deal 

with?
7) What can the circus do for an audience?  (Think back to the expressions on the faces of the 

people in attendance.)
8) Joy knows she wants to be a clown for a long as possible, however Maddie is having a difficult 

time deciding between the circus and going to college for the future.  What do think makes this 
decision so difficult for her?

9) The individuals in Circus Smirkus developed strong, powerful friendships, what do you think 
nurtured these special kinds of relationships?


